Healthy Food Financing in Kansas
The Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI)
provides one-time grants and loans to
projects like grocery stores, farmers markets,
food hubs, co-ops and other food access
businesses in urban or rural areas of need,
many of which face barriers in accessing
traditional loans and resources.
Currently numerous states across the
country have allocated funds for these types
of initiatives with incredible success.

Benefits of a HFFI
Healthy food financing works for communities by:

•

•
•
•
•

Bringing fresh, affordable food to underserved communities in both urban and rural environments:
Research from the Kansas Health Foundation has found that more than 800,000 Kansas residents do
not have access to healthy food sources within a reasonable distance from their home. Thirty percent
of Kansas counties are considered food deserts according to the US Department of Agriculture.¹
Creating and retaining jobs: It is estimated that 24 new jobs are created for every 10,000 square feet of
retail grocery space.²
Generating tax revenues and capturing local spending: A team of researchers gathered data on a new
grocery store being built in a food desert in Mississippi. That single store in Mississippi is estimated to
amount to a $210,000 fiscal impact in sales tax revenues and property tax revenues.³
Expanding market opportunities for local farmers, grocers and health food entrepreneurs
Serving as an economic anchor to support other retail development

Leveraging Private Investment
Currently the Kansas Healthy Foundation has provided a limited amount of seed funding to help set up the infrastructure
necessary to establish a Healthy Food Financing program in Kansas. This seed funding has enabled processes and public-private
partnerships to form in which subsequent public investments can be maximized. Additional investment is needed to sustain a
program at the level necessary to meet the needs of Kansas food-related business owners. For more information of the Kansas
Healthy Food Initiative visit: www.kansashealthyfood.org

Public investment in Health Food Financing can improve
health, quality of life, and economic opportunity.
Learn more at KansasAllianceforWellness.com
For more information on Healthy Food Financing contact Missty Lechner at missty.lechner@heart.org or (785)228-3419
¹Kansas Healthy Food Initiative Guidebook. Retrieved January 3, 2018, from http://kansashealthyfood.org/documents/2017KHFIBooklet.pdf
²Hagan, Erin and Rubin, Victor. Economic and Community Development Outcomes of Healthy Food Retail. s.l.: PolicyLink, 2013.
³Wiseman, Ph.D., W. Martin et al. “The Economic Impact of Vowell’s Market Place.” (December 2013). The Stennis Institute
of Government at Mississippi State University.
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