
It is essential to prepare underground storage tanks (USTs) before a natural disaster occurs. Disasters like floods, fires and tornadoes 
can happen without warning, and taking preventative measures can help reduce product releases and minimize damage to the 

tank system. The following disaster-specific guidelines outline recommended actions to take before and after an event. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION

BEFORE
•	Turn off power to all UST equipment including STPs, 
pumps and dispensers. Keep the release detection  
system on as long as power is available.

•	Take product inventory and water level readings of all tanks.
•	Make sure fill caps are operable and secure.
•	If possible and time allows, have a UST technician drain 
product lines back into each tank.

•	Close flow restrictors and manually trip shear valves on 
pressurized piping to prevent product releases from 
dispenser lines.

•	Protect fuel pump cabinets and controls. Wrap with  
heavy duty cellophane and cover openings with 
waterproof tape. 

AFTER
•	Make sure power to all UST equipment is off.
•	Remove debris and/or water from the concrete pad.
•	Inspect the concrete pad for any signs of tank movement 
or shifting. If the pad has been damaged, have a contractor 
evaluate the entire UST system prior to resuming use. 

•	Check all UST system components for leaks or damage, 
including secondary containment systems and sumps.

•	Measure the product levels and water levels in each tank.
•	Remove debris from the outside of each tank, and check to 
make sure no debris has entered any tanks.

•	Restore power to UST equipment and have a technician 
check to make sure everything is working properly.

•	Inspect vent lines for cracks and signs of movement.
•	Clean and empty all spill buckets, under dispenser 
containment and containment sumps.

•	Clean and lubricate shear valves before resetting them.
•	Be alert for unusual operating conditions such as slow 
dispensing of fuel, frequent alarms, customer complaints or 
equipment shutdowns.

SPILL REPORTING
Spills of 25 gallons or more of petroleum product should 

be reported to KDHE as a part of spill notification and 
reporting procedures. To report, call 785-291-3333.

GENERAL DISASTER GUIDELINES

Please refer to 40 CFR Part 280 for UST requirements and corresponding requirements.
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BEFORE
•	Remove combustible debris before the beginning of  
every fire season and on days with a high fire risk index.

•	Make sure the vent valve is freely operating with a direct 
opening into the tank, not corroded or stuck. At the 
beginning of each fire season, check the elastomeric  
seals to ensure they are in good condition.

•	Keep aboveground piping valves open to avoid  
isolating a section without a relief valve.

AFTER
•	Call the local fire department or non-emergency number 
for information on when it is safe to re-enter the facility.

•	Inspect the dispenser, piping, vent piping and all other 
physical components of the UST system for signs of fire 
damage. If possible, compare the post-fire system to 
photos taken before the fire.

•	Take product inventory and compare it to inventory taken 
before the fire.

FIRE

BEFORE
•	Regularly inspect components like railings, gauges  
and pipes attached to the tank that can loosen or  
detach in high winds.

•	Promptly repair or replace damaged parts of the UST 
system to prevent them from becoming dangerous 
projectiles during storms.

AFTER
•	Inspect the dispenser, piping, vent piping and all other 
physical components of the UST system for signs of damage.

•	If possible, compare the post-tornado system to photos 
taken before the tornado.

•	Take product inventory and compare it to inventory  
taken before the tornado.

TORNADO

BEFORE
•	Reduce the chance of a tank rise by placing heavy  
objects over the tank, such as dumpsters, sandbags or 
large containers full of sand or rock.

•	Place sandbags on top of spill bucket lids and sump lids.
•	Make sure spill bucket plunger seals are operational.
•	Cap off vent pipes to prevent water from entering the  
tank and displacing product.

AFTER
•	Check all UST system components for leaks or damage, 
including secondary containment systems and sumps. 

•	Remove any debris from the outside of each tank, and 
check to make sure no debris has entered any tanks. 

•	Determine if water has entered the UST with a gauging stick 
coated in water-finding paste. Make sure the stick reaches 
the bottom of the tank and both ends are tested. Contact 
your service provider for water-finding paste.

•	If water contamination exceeds acceptable thresholds for 
the fuel type, empty the tank and remove the fuel from 
service. Contact your service provider or a hazardous waste 
removal company to properly dispose of the product. 

FLOOD

•	Pay close attention to inventory discrepancies which could indicate leak-causing damage.
•	Contact a UST-licensed contractor to test system components for leaks or damage.

SEISMIC ACTIVITY
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